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WHAT DO YOU MEAN--A “DISEASE’’? 


Dr. Haven Emerson, Professor Emeritus of 
Public Health Practice, Columbia University, 
an outstanding authority on alcoholism, stated 
in an article in the Christian Science Monitor: 

‘In speaking of alcoholism as a sickness, 
we have been led into a slovenly cutting of 
corners in language, and are deceiving our- 
selves as to the truth. The currently popular 
theory that alcoholism is simply a sickness, 
and hence that no one is responsible for ex- 
cessive drinking, is misleading and mis. 
chievous. 

‘‘This attitude is welcomed by the liquor 
industries, because, with it to build on, they 
appear before the public as blameless. Mis- 
judgement as to the facts about alcoholism has 
done much harm to the educational campaign to 
teach people self-restraint, choice, and intelli- 
gent abstinence. 

‘“‘THE CAUSE OF ALCOHOLISM IS, OF 
COURSE, THE EXCESSIVE AND PERSISTENT 
DRINKING OF BEVERAGE ALCOHOL. Prob 
ably more than half of all alcoholics began 
their use of alcohol without any physical, men- 
tal, or personality deviation from normal. This 
group became abnormal chiefly because of their 
excessive and in the first place ‘moderate’ and 
socially acceptable use of alcohol, which 
created for them many problems similar in 
character to those seen in psychoneurotics, 
who make up less than half of the chronic 
alcoholics. 

‘*The state of alcoholism is self-induced, 
and so different from the common conception of 





a sickness as not to be properly described as 
such, but as a SELF-INDUCED POISONING 
BY A NARCOTIC DRUG.”’ 

Laura Lindley 


READ IT AND WEEP! 


For years, we have often stated what we 
supposed must ever be true: that, whereas 
fighters against the manufacture and use of 
alcoholic beverages have always undergirded 
their efforts with prayer, no one prays for 
God’s plessing upon this industry. But, now, it 
has happened! 

‘“‘The Very Reverend Thomas J. Shields, 
S.J., President of Loyola University of the 
South,’’ on the occasion of the 76th annual 
convention of the United States Brewers 
Foundation, prayed, ‘‘May the United States 
Brewers Foundation so conduct its business 
that it may merit Thy divine blessing.’’ He 
didn’t explain how this could be done. ‘“There 
is no right way to do a wrong thing’’, it has 
been said. 

In this same prayer this distinguished 
gentleman accuses Jesus of having made water 
into an intoxicating beverage, rather than a 
wholesome, unfermented ‘‘wine’’. The Rev. 
James Swedenburg says, ‘‘In fact it is not a 
prayer at all. It is an argument for his point of 
view, in the form of a prayer.”’ 

Christianity will surely purge itself of any 
responsibility for such a false position with 
regard to the world-old and world-wide malady 
of drink. Christ and those of His way are set 
to free mankind of its infirmities —- moral, 
mental, and bodily. 
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“SILENCE GIVES CONSENT” 


Come now, 
gether. 

If the Church should not speak out and 
teach the evil of alcoholic drink, if the minister, 
nor the Sunday School Superintendent, nor 
teachers clearly take a stand against it, if 
parents and other adults assume an attitude of 
complacent tolerance, indifference, or indul- 
gence, do not the young have a right to con- 
clude that there is nothing wrong with the 
common custom of cocktails and beer? Do not 
children have a right to a proper steer from 
their respected teachers and leaders? Must they 
learn the age-old wisdom of abstinence the 
hard and tragic way? 

We cannot honorably ignore the pitfalls 
before the feet of our youth. It were to our 
shame to remain ignorant about alcoholic 
beverages. The truth is easily available. 
Can a church leader retain his self-respect, if 


brethren; let us reason to- 





he allows his high school coach to know more, 
care more, or do more than he to influence 
youth toward health, happiness and efficiency, 
and to leave alcohol strictly alone? 

To be silent in the face of a disastrous 
practice is to seem to give consent to it. 
“If thou dost not speak to wam....his blood 
will | require at thine hand.”” Ezek. 33:8. 


1S GOD CONCERNED? . 


Who is interested to know that, in the 
first twelve months of his service as Superin- 
tendent of The Temperance League of New 
Jersey, the Rev. Brown McDonald has been in 
all of the 21 counties of the State; and that 
9099 youth have been reached with alcohol 
education in their schools? He is constantly 
offering his service to pastors, superintendents, 
school principals, and the like. For those who 
think on the subject of beverage alcohol will 
be disturbed. 

Ministers and other leaders must bear 
their witness against this pemicious cult 
among their people. Ways must be found to 
marshall the interest of their people in this 
fight, and to give it concrete expression. They 
cannot afford to let their people be neutral in 
this vital warfare. 

All of us must believe in and faithfully 
practice prayer. God is concemed; and He is 
able. 


BE A MISSIONARY 


Why not treat this paper, as often as it 
comes to hand, as a tract - to be handed to 
another to read? Let’s get people thinking about 
this matter. 


‘‘A man unsteadily enterea a garage and 
said, ‘I want you to test my brakes. I believe 
they need relining.’ The mechanic tested the 
brakes and then turned with disgust and re- 
plied, ‘Naw, they don’t need relining; you just 
need a stomach pump’.’’ 
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THE FOLLY OF MEN 


*‘And this is the condemnation, that light 
is come into the world, and men loved darkness 
rather than light, because their deeds were 
evil.”’ 

John 3:19 

Light, truth about alcohol’s effects is 
abundantly available. Why do men of all sorts 
dodge it? They do so to their own hurt, and at 
the peril of those dear to them. Men close their 
eyes to the known facts of drink’s connection 
with most of our unhappiness -- accidents, 
crime, neglect and mistreatment in homes, 
divorce, poverty, ill-health. Only knowing the 
truth can make mankind free. Only as the 
truth is heeded can it save us from disaster. 


A GOOD EXAMPLE 


Logan Memorial Presbyterian, Audubon, 
New Jersey, is one of the churches in which the 
youth have a budget of their own. And these 
young people have set a good example for 
others to emulate. They adopted in their budget 
for this year an item of $50.00 for The Tem- 
perance League of New Jersey. Support from 
such a source is most cheering. The Rev. J, 
Robert Watt is the happy minister of this pro- 
gressive church. 





Daniel Boone had a coon-skin cap; 
He loved to hunt and fish and trap, 
He baited his hook and cast his line --- 
“Don’t serve them up some Barralintine.”’ 
-- By Joan Y etman 





AND HE WAS A WET! 


Arthur Brisbane ou the 18th Amendment: 
‘‘Half the misery of half the people has been 
abolished. Three Hundred Thousand traps 
have been closed, into which a considerable 
portion of the youth of the country fell every 


@ Gea: 


A CONTAGEOUS DISEASE 
--- OF THE MIND 


Evidence of an unhealthy state of mind 
concerning beverage alcohol keeps coming up 
on every hand. My college fratemity writes, in 
its invitation for three social weekends: ‘‘All 
three weekends will be the same. Festivities 
will. start with a Friday afternoon cocktail 
party and continue through the formal, Saturday, 
to a beach party on Sunday - all gratis, ex- 
cluding the bring-your-own-bottle formal.” 

This disease is highly contageous. But 
many are immune. Others need a transfusion by 
contact with a healthy, sane mind and the 
truth. 


Kindness can as well be expected from a 
hungry tiger as from selfish mien, greedy for 
gain; whether highway-men or sellers of al- 
coholic misery. 


‘‘Some countries have tackled the problem 
by forbidding motorists to drink while driving. 
In Norway it is illegal to sell beer to motor 
ists.’’ 

--- The Civic Bulletin. 
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REORGANIZATION 


The New Jersey Christian Conference on 
Legislation is an affiliation of six New Jersey 
Christian groups: The Woman’s Christian tem- 
perance Union, the Temperance Society, Christ- 
ian Endeavor Union, Council of Churches 
Lord’s Day Alliance, and The Temperance 
League. 

In a meeting in the Temperance League 
offices, on April 4th, Dr. Charles Lee Reynolds 
was reelected president; the Rev. John B. 
Crowell was elected vice-president; Mrs. Ethel 
Ferry, recording secretary; Brown McDonald, 
executive secretary; the Rev. Samuel A. Jeanes, 
legislative secretary; Dr. Frederick L. Mintel, 
treasurer. 

After adopting a program of concern for the 
year 1952, the meeting adjourned to meet 
again on May 26th, at 3 P.M. 


‘‘Most of us carry our own stumbling block 
around with us; we camouflage it with a hat.’’ 
--- Mary Atkus, Kiwanis Magazine 





IS IT SERIOUS? 


Dr. E. M. Jellinek, former Director of the 
Yale School of Alcohol Studies, has said that: 
“Between 1940 and 1948 alcoholics in the 
United States increased 29%, with female al- 
coholism increasing at a more rapid rate. Al- 
coholics now are 4% of all adults. The problem 
deeply concems our population in waste of 
human life, of happiness, in disruption of the 
family and society, and in economic values. We 
have a challenge to face and master, before 
it masters us.’’ 

He has also said that, ‘“Two-thirds of the 
alcoholics in the U.S.A. began drinking habits 
during their high school years; and a third of 
them were showing signs of alcoholism by the 
time they were of college age.’’ 


DO YOU NEED A PULPIT SUPPLY? 


The Rev. Brown McDonald, Superintendent 
of the Temperance League will be available 
for supplying pulpits, whenever his schedule 
will permit. Plan to let him present to your 
people information about the work ofthe L eague. 


YOU CAN TELL THEM 


‘*The truth of the matter is that the most 
dangerous driver is the one whose faculties 
are only slightly impaired.” 

Lieut. Robert F. Borkenstein, 
Ind. State Police Lab. 


‘He who stands for nothing will fall for 
anything.’’ 


-- First Baptist Church Bulletin 
Boulder, Colo. 


se+e8e 88 


‘If we’re not hopeless, 
isn’t either’’. 


the situation 


-- New York State Issue 
se e888 
**Alcohol destroys the kind of brain power 


needed to tell a drinker when he has had 
enough.’’ 


-- New York State Issue * 








